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New fund to benefit low-
income, college-bound
high-schoolers
SAN DIEGO — Nativity Prep

Academy has partnered with the
Catholic Community Foundation
of San Diego, as part of its effort to
develop future leaders through
Catholic education.
The new Nativity Prep Academy

Endowment Fund will provide a
permanent, stable source of income
that will help support its High
School Program, which  provides
tuition assistance for its graduates to
attend Catholic high schools as well
as weekly workshops and classes at
Nativity Prep to prepare and keep
students on the path to college and
beyond. 
Nativity Prep established the new

fund with a deposit of $100,000 to
create Nativity Prep’s High School
Program to be managed and grown
at the Catholic Community
Foundation. 
An anonymous donor has offered

a matching challenge gift of $5,000
for any new endowment opened at
the Catholic Community
Foundation, bringing the new fund’s
total to $105,000. Inspired by the
anonymous donor’s generosity, the
Nativity Prep Board of Trustees has,
as a group, agreed to match up to
another $5,000 for any additional
contribution to the Nativity Prep
Endowment Fund at the Catholic
Community Foundation by June
30, 2019.
Nativity Prep Academy is the only

private, independent, tuition-free
Catholic school in San Diego dedi-
cated to serving low-income stu-
dents. Its Ignatian-inspired program
impacts more than 250 young lives
each year, including approximately
65-70 hardworking students in
grades six through eight (taught on

their campus) and more than 185
graduates in local high schools
(more than half of which are
Catholic high schools) and colleges.
All their students represent the first
generation in their families to earn a
college degree, and all are from low-
income families. The long-term
goal is for each student to earn his
or her college degree, break the
cycle of generational poverty
through education and become a
“person for others.”
For the past two years, Nativity

Prep graduates have had a 100-per-
cent college matriculation rate. But
the school knows that there is more
work to be done and that increasing
its endowment is an important piece
to ensure the long-term financial
health of its programs. 
Nationwide, only 16 percent of

minority students admitted to col-

lege graduate with a degree.  
“This is a national issue that we

believe we are positively addressing,”
said Nativity Prep’s president, Dr.
Gil Brady. “The process of preparing
first-generation students and their
families for college must be a very
intentional partnership. 
“In order to increase the percent-

age of low-income, first-generation
students graduating from college, we
must understand that in addition to
preparing the student for college, we
are also providing resources so the
family system is prepared to support
a college student,” he said. “We walk
alongside our graduates through col-
lege, which requires full buy-in from
each and every student and their
families as well.” 
He explained that Nativity Prep

chose to partner with the Catholic
Community Foundation because of

the foundation’s investment expert-
ise and community leadership. 
“We hope that supporters of

Catholic education will help us grow
this endowment so that we can con-
tinue to do more in the future,” said
Brady.
Gary Rectenwald, executive direc-

tor of the Catholic Community
Foundation of San Diego, described
the foundation as “a one-stop
resource that promotes thoughtful,
spiritual and effective Catholic phi-
lanthropy.”
“Our primary focus is to support

our parishes and our schools, to sup-
port vocations and our community’s
social services organizations,” said
Rectenwald. “By creating this
endowment for Nativity Prep
Academy, we are confident that the
important work they do will be sus-
tained and their graduates can thrive
as they succeed in both high school
and college. This endowment will
change future generations of many
families.”  
The mission of the Catholic

Community Foundation is to work
with donors and organizations to
create purposeful short- and long-
term funds, safeguard and grow
them, and grant fund distributions
to donor-designated charitable
organizations, while carrying out the
greater mission of the Catholic faith.
Those interested in making a gift to

the new Nativity Prep Academy
Endowment Fund at the Catholic
Community Foundation may contact
Rectenwald at
GRectenwald@ccfsd.org or (858)
490-8365, or Lisa Welch at
lwelch@nativi typrep.org or (619)
544-9455, ext. 227. 
For more information, visit the

Catholic Community Foundation’s
website at www.ccfsd.org and
Nativity Prep’s website at www.nativ-
ityprep.org.
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ENDOWMENT FUND: A new partnership between Nativity Prep
Academy and the Catholic Community Foundation of San Diego helps
support Catholic education and first-generation college students.
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